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Very 
useful/ 
useful
66% Not 

useful/ 
not at all 

useful
9%

Neither 
nor
25%

Exceed 
your 

needs
57%

Fall 
short of 

your 
needs

6%

Meet 
your 

needs
37%

Number of Plastic Bags meet my needs

Base: All Respondents (n=1001) 

 

PLASTIC BAG RECEIVED FREE OR PURCHASED                               
OVER THE LAST WEEK  

82 

12 13 

80 

11 15

76 

21 
14

92 

6 8 

Got Free Purchased Did not use plastic

Total (1001)  Upper North Island (521)  Lower North Island (231) South Island (249)

Base: All Respondents (n=1001) 

AVERAGE NUMBER RECEI VED 
OR PURCHASED IN LAST  WEEK:

6.5 
Upper North Island Average: 6.1  
Lower North Island Average: 5.9

South Island Average : 7.8

 

USEFULNESS OF PLASTIC BAGS  

Usefulness
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72 
14 

18 
17 
18 

7 
4 
4 

2 
2 

0 
2 

18 

72 
48 

34 
32 

24 
6 
6 

1 
5 

3 
4 

3 
10 

Remembering to use them  
The cost of purchasing  

Amount needed to cover  types of shops  
Convenience of using them  

Storage of them  
Reaction of check out staff  

How they look  
Design -  - size to small/large, handles not strong enough  

Disposal  
Keeping them clean/hygienic  

Lack of plastic bags for other uses  
Something else  

There are no issues to using eco-bags  

Current Eco Bag Users (329)  Non Eco Bag Users (672)  

Issues with using Eco Bags

 
 
 
 
 

MAIN ISSUES WITH USING ECO BAGS  

 
 

 

Base: All Respondents (n=1001) 
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RESPONSE TO ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES  

 

 
Own response to environmental issues  

Base: All Respondents (n=1001)

8 5 1 
9 

18 
27 31 

12 

48 
44 

24 26 

29 

23 
20 27 26 

38 

16 13 
12 10 14 

4 5 2 3 5 1 0 

A lot of  
environmental risks  

are being  
exaggerated  

Environmental  
benefits often aren't  
justified by the cost  

What we spend to  
protect the  

environment is  
about right  

Most environmental  
concerns are  

supported by facts  
We need to make  

changes no matter  
what the cost  

Strongly Agree  Agree  Neither Agree nor Disagree  Disagree  Strongly Disagree  Don't Know  

2223 222120
Introduce a total ban on plastic 
bags

4 44 45 Nothing/No change

6 56 56 Introduce biodegradable bags

1091099 Something else

812542 6228851001Base

4 44 55 Don't Know

6363 636464
Introduce initiatives for voluntary 
reduction of plastic bag use

Attitude Towards Recycling

8 98 87 Introduce a tax on plastic bags

% % % % % 

Retailers/Ma
nufacturers 
should be 

accountable

Consider 
myself a 
‘ Green 

Consumer ’
Feel Govt. is 
Responsible

Feel 
Individually 

Accountable
Total

2223 222120
Introduce a total ban on plastic 
bags

4 44 45 Nothing/No change

6 56 56 Introduce biodegradable bags

1091099 Something else

812542 6228851001Base

4 44 55 Don't Know

6363 636464
Introduce initiatives for voluntary 
reduction of plastic bag use

Attitude Towards Recycling

8 98 87 Introduce a tax on plastic bags

% % % % % 

Retailers/Ma
nufacturers 
should be 

accountable

Consider 
myself a 
‘ Green 

Consumer ’
Feel Govt. is 
Responsible

Feel 
Individually 

Accountable
Total

Respondent % Top Two Box

 
 
 
 
 

APPROACH SOCIETY SHOULD TAKE 
(by Attitude Toward Recycling)  
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812 542 622 885 1001 Base 

2 2 1 1 2 Something else 
4 3 4 4 4 Likely to pay for plastic bags 

25 25 24 27 26 Use free plastic bags but can 
recycle 

13 10 14 13 15 Continue to accept free bags 
11 12 11 10 9 Plastic bags will be banned 

Attitude Towards Recycling 

18 19 19 17 18 Bags will be biodegradable 

28 28 27 27 26 Make more use of reusable bags 
%% % %% 

Retailers/Ma 
nufacturers 
should be 

accountable 

Consider 
myself a 
‘ Green 

Consumer ’ 
Feel Govt. is 
Responsible 

Feel 
Individually 
Accountable 

Total 

812 542 622 885 1001 Base 

2 2 1 1 2 Something else 
4 3 4 4 4 Likely to pay for plastic bags 

25 25 24 27 26 Use free plastic bags but can 
recycle 

13 10 14 13 15 Continue to accept free bags 
11 12 11 10 9 Plastic bags will be banned 

Attitude Towards Recycling 

18 19 19 17 18 Bags will be biodegradable 

28 28 27 27 26 Make more use of reusable bags 
%% % %% 

Retailers/Ma 
nufacturers 
should be 

accountable 

Consider 
myself a 
‘ Green 

Consumer ’ 
Feel Govt. is 
Responsible 

Feel 
Individually 
Accountable 

Total 

Respondent % Top Two Box

Future Use of Bags  

 
 

LITTLE DIFFERENCE IN PERCEIVED FUTURE USE OF BAGS 
REGARDLESS OF ATTITUDES TOWARDS RECYCLING  


